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SUBJECT: IRISH CONTINGENT TO UNIPIL 

REP: USUN 1749 

1 . IRISH POREIGN MINISTRY INPORMS US THAT IT EXPECTS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PORMAL REQUEST TO PROVIDE UNIPIL CONTINGENT WITHIN NEXT 
DAY OR TWO. THE IRISH UN MISSION REPORTS THAT SYG 
WALDHEIM HAS SENT PORMAL LETTER TO SECURITY COUNCIL 
REQUESTING ADDITIONAL TROOPS AND HAS INDICATED THAT HE 
WILL ASK PUL IRAN AND IRELAND TO PROVIDE CONTINGENTS 
WHEN SC GIVES APPROVAL. THE IRISH UN MISSION PURTHER 
REPORTS THAT IT APPEARS LIKELY THAT THE SC WILL APPROVE 
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WITHOUT HAVING TO HOLD A FORMAL MEETING. 

2. THE IRISH ARE NOT SURE EXACTLY WHAT WILL BE REQUESTED 
BUT ARE PREPARING A 600-MAN INFANTRY BATTALION WHICH 
WILL BE READY EOR AIRLIFT WITHIN FOUR WEEKS. THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO HAVE TO GET APPROVAL OF THE IRISH 
PARLIAMENT, WHICH WILL BE ONLY A EORMALITY. THE 
GOVERNMENT, AND COUNTRY, ARE PROUD OP THEIR RECORD IN 
PEACEKEEPING AND ARE EAGER TO ASSIST IN UNIFIL. SHANNON 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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